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Ducros, Caz   Christmas Day  St Albans  Year C (during the Pandemic) 
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-14 
  

This Avent as the days grew darker and colder and we anticipated the birth 

of Christ into our world.  Advent felt very real to me this year, as I reflected on my 

faith in the context of the world in which we live.  I’ve anticipated the birth of 

Christ with a fair share of darkness; darkness that I did not feel on an emotional 

level would be lifted on Christmas day.  And yet, despite the darkness, hope has 

emerged and has come to abide with us!  I am not taking away from the fact that 

it has been a very sad time, a tough time globally with the devastation and 

suffering caused by the virus itself, and the collateral mental health effects, and 

damage it’s caused in terms of economic disparity and despair. All of us have 

grieved and have lived under a veil of anxiety. And all this has taken place in the 

context of civil wars, conflict and the devastating impacts of the climate crisis. 

That light that shines in the darkness has not always been so evident… and yet, 

the darkness did not overcome it! 

 I mentioned the other day to a friend, that I was struggling to bring hope 

and light to the darkness. I told her, “I know it to be true, but I don’t feel it…”.  

She told me to rely on what I know to be true, because our emotions are not 

always our best guides.  She was right of course. In the same way, we need John 

the Baptists of our lives to testify to the light, and to show us the way. John’s 
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Gospel is often called the theological Gospel, but this description pulls us away 

from the richness of its very sensory nature. Indeed, John’s Gospel is moving and 

appeals to our emotions as well as our knowledge. There’s a cadence and beauty 

to the Gospel of John that calls upon our every sense. We can feel the wind of 

God on our skin and in our breath, touch the flesh of Jesus, smell the birthing of a 

new way of being, and of renewal. We can taste the abundance of water 

transformed into wine, and feel the nurturing of God’s bosom on our weary 

heads. John’s Gospel compels us to feel God’s love. 

The prologue which we heard this morning contains all the theological 

themes that will play out throughout the Gospel; and will with an undeniable 

tangibility, recount the stories and the signs that shows us the Grace of God, and 

allow us to see that grace in our lived experiences; and then to radiate that grace 

onto others. In a world where COVID is taking our breath away, John shows how 

God breathed life into the world, spoke Godself into the flesh, had his breath 

stopped on the cross, only to resurrect that breath and breathe the Spirit within 

us, so that we might have everlasting life! 

And so it starts with, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 

came into being through him, and without him, not one thing came into being…”.  
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Listen to the rhythm of the first verses of Genesis… “In the beginning, when God 

created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. Then God spoke life into the world and said, “let there be light”; and 

there was light. And it was good” 

Jesus was there at the cosmic level, creating the heavens and the 

earth…creating life out of darkness, ordering the chaos, there, one being with the 

Father/Mother, was Jesus… God speaks life into being… And we, as Jesus’ 

disciples are to point to that life. To testify to the light… just as John the Baptist 

testifies to Jesus. 

 “And the Word became flesh and lived among us…”  

 And God in the flesh will continue to renew, create and sanctify.  Out of God’s 

perfect love, he became incarnate to live as one of us; human in every sense of 

the word apart from sin. As the Word made flesh, he hungered, thirst, wept, 

celebrated, got angry, suffered, was victimized, tortured, killed… having loved us, 

he loved us to the end, so that we might have everlasting life.  

The theologian Karoline Lewis states that in Jesus, God’s word is “spoken 

into the world in a new way”1.  She notes how it’s interesting that Jesus won’t be 

 
1 Lewis, Karoline, 2014. John. Fortress Biblical Preaching Commentaries. Fortress Press, Minneapolis, MN, p.14  
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described as the “Word” again after John’s prologue. This is because Jesus has 

embodied that Word. The Word became flesh… what will happen is that 

throughout the Gospel, that word will become dialogue, it will become 

conversation, it will become challenge and debate, it will become relationship, 

it will become healing and reconciliation!  Jesus came into a dark and broken 

world, and showed others through his love, compassion, healing and right 

relationships, how to bring renewal to broken systems, how to love one’s 

neighbours, and one’s enemies, how to call truth to power through peaceful 

resistance, and how to bring life to death.   

During the pandemic so much inequity has surfaced or resurfaced, the 

oppression of Blacks, the atrocities committed to Indigenous peoples, and the 

virus has revealed disparities and growing chasms between the haves and the 

have nots. By doing so, it has also opened a dialogue, a conversation. Considering 

Jesus as not only the Word, but as conversation, dialogue, and debate – opens up 

the possibility to reconciliation, healing and justice to all people!  

John’s prologue ends by telling us that it’s Jesus, God’s only son, who is 

close to the Father’s bosom, who has made God known to us. Our translation 

says, ‘heart’ but the Greek is ‘kolpos’, which is bosom, not ‘kardia’, which is heart.  

The text tells us that Jesus is the son of God, who is at home at the bosom of his 
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father.2 This evokes the sense of pure tenderness and nurturing that is 

experienced by a child at their parent’s breast.  Jesus thus reveals to us the 

female side of God that nourishes her young and provides all that is necessary for 

us to thrive.  And this intimate relationship of Jesus and God, is the same intimate 

relationship that is between Us and Jesus… It’s because of this intimacy and 

passionate love that God became flesh and abides with us. The pandemic hasn’t 

only revealed darkness, it has also opened our hearts to what is important to us; 

community, family and friends, we have been shown what love is, when we watch 

those on the frontlines working to the bone administering vaccines, providing 

food for us, and putting themselves at risk at shelters and, in the deep pockets of 

those who are giving to the needs of the world...  Faith is a communal act. Our 

world has seen a great darkness, knowing that Jesus abides with us in our pain 

and suffering, to bring comfort and justice, is a Grace that is undeniable!   

Love one another, and Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Lewis, K., 2014. 


