
 
 

It Depends 

The Rev. Simone Hurkmans 

September 12, 2021, 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

About seven years ago, I was working in our home office. My middle daughter 

Evelyne was four and she was playing nearby. We were listening to music and she 

was serving me pretend food from her pretend restaurant. Evelyne is sensitive, 

thoughtful, and perceptive. She was preparing pretend soup and out of the blue, 

quite matter-of-factly, she asked me a question. She said: “Mama, is Jesus alive or 

is he dead?” We hadn’t been talking about Jesus at all. I wasn’t quite sure what to 

say. I wanted to buy myself some time, so I asked her: what do you think? She went 

quiet for a long time. I thought she’d forgotten and moved on. And then she said, 

very matter-of-factly: “Well, it depends on you.” PAUSE. 

 

I was stunned. I asked her: “what do you mean, it depends on me?” And she kind of 

shrugged and went on playing. The moment had passed. There was nothing more to 

say. 

 

As sometimes happens when talking to kids, you think you’re going to share your 

infinite wisdom with them, and just the opposite happens. Evelyne’s comment has 

stuck with me all these years. It’s stuck with me because it gets at the heart of the 

nature and importance of our relationship with Jesus. PAUSE. 

 

Now at this point we could pick apart Evelyne’s four-year-old theology. We could 

argue that if Jesus is only alive if we believe he is, then he is dead if we don’t 

believe. As Christians, this doesn’t exactly jive with our beliefs. We believe that 

Jesus is alive, no matter what we think or what we believe.  

 



 
But theological rigour is not what’s important about what Evelyne said to me that 

day! What’s important is that Evelyne’s comment strikes at the heart of our 

relationship with Jesus. We can only benefit from our relationship with him if we 

know him, trust him, and walk with him.  

 

So that day, Evelyne was for me a three-foot messenger from God. What she 

didn’t know, she couldn’t know, was that at that time I was struggling with my 

relationship with Jesus. I was quite comfortable with God the Creator / “Father” / 

Parent and God the Sustainer / Holy Spirit, but Jesus I had more trouble with. And 

so, Evelyne was a tiny portal of the Holy Spirit to me. It was what I needed to hear 

that day. It was a personal invitation for me to reflect on my relationship with Jesus. 

Whether he is alive or dead for me. PAUSE. 

 

“Jesus said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You 

are the Messiah.” It’s like Jesus is giving his disciples a theological pop quiz. He asks 

them two questions: who do people say that I am? And more importantly, who do 

you say that I am?  

 

Peter gets it right. He answers: “you are the Messiah”. This story also appears in the 

Gospels of Matthew and Luke. And Peter answers a little bit differently in each of 

them. In Mark, we’ve got the short and sweet: “you are the Messiah”. In Luke, we’ve 

got a little bit more: “you are the Messiah of God”. And in Matthew, even a little 

bit more than that: “you are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” In all three 

accounts, Peter answers with the key info: Jesus is the Messiah, the anointed one, the 

Christ, the one everyone has been waiting for.  

 

In Mark’s Gospel the quiz ends there. Jesus moves on to try and explain what needs 

to happen, that he must suffer and die at the hands of the authorities. It’s a turning 

point in the Gospel. In Matthew’s Gospel though, there’s a little bit more dialogue. It 

feels like there’s a huge amount riding on how Peter answers. Jesus congratulates 



 
Peter for his answer, saying: “you [are the] rock [on which] I will build my church…I 

will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” You can see how it’s strategic that 

the writer of Matthew includes this important bit of info about Peter. It’s an 

important bit if you want to set Peter up as the leader of the church, right? 

 

At this point, we could spend the rest of the sermon dissecting this, whether Jesus 

actually congratulated Peter on this correct answer or not, and why, the context, etc. 

And why does Jesus say: “the rock on which I will build my church”. What church? 

Isn’t this an anachronism? When Jesus is alive, there’s no church, right? This is all very 

interesting, but it would mean we’d get to stay in our head this morning.  

 

Now I know you’ve only known me for about a month, but I think you’ve already 

experienced that my preaching is about getting out of the head and into the heart. 

Unfortunately, this is usually harder. This Gospel story is about relationships. And 

relationships are about the heart. I can tell you all kinds of facts about my 

relationship with my sister. But it’s how my relationship with my sister feels that’s 

important, isn’t it? PAUSE 

 

It’d be great to just leave the pop quiz for Peter to answer. But as Christians we 

believe that the Bible is a living document. Jesus is asking us this question. So what 

are we to make of this? Answer correctly and we get the keys to the kingdom? This 

is so stressful. Being a Type-A keener, I naturally think about how I would have done 

on this pop quiz. Would I have answered correctly? What would we answer if Jesus 

asked us today: who do you say that I am? Would we have given the “right 

answer” as Peter did?   

 

It’s tempting to read into this story that Jesus is telling us that if we answer with the 

right words, we will be the rock on which he will build his church. But it’s actually 

much more than this. We know that Jesus was militant about walking the talk. He 

rebuked the religious authorities for not practicing what they preached. There’s a 



 
huge difference between a superficial statement that Jesus is the Messiah and a 

living belief that he’s the Son of God.  

 

The key to this difference is relationship. It’s not just about what we say. It’s not 

about what our culture would have us believe about Jesus, for good or for bad. 

And it’s not even really about what your priest tries to logic you into believing 

about Jesus either, whether I like it or not. It’s actually about our own relationship to 

Jesus and to our Creator. And relationship comes with shared experience. With time 

spent together, through the good times and the bad. There’s no substitute for this.  

 

God reveals to us who Jesus is in our daily lives through the Spirit. Jesus is revealed 

to us in our trinitarian tradition, our liturgy, in our prayer, our meditation, in nature, 

in sport, in art, in conversations, in our relationships. Jesus is revealed to us as we 

navigate the reopening of the church, as we nervously or excitedly return to class. 

The question is, do we notice? PAUSE 

 

Jesus invites us to let ourselves accept God’s mysterious revelation in our daily lives. 

To come out of our head and into our heart. To be, as one of my favourite songs 

says: “tuned to an instrument of greater and unknown design”. Jesus invites us to be 

one of the rocks on which his church is built. He’s offering us the keys to the kingdom. 

To accept this offer we have to acknowledge that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God. And this isn’t a one-time deal. It’s a movement on a spectrum 

towards a relationship based in the heart. To acknowledge him not only with our 

words but with our whole being, in relationship. This, as Evelyne would wisely say, 

depends on us. Amen. 

 

Question for Open Space: How might your relationship with Jesus benefit from 

moving from the “head” towards the “heart”? How might our community’s 

relationship with Jesus do the same?  

 



 
 


